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Twenty Third Annual Controversies, Problems 
& Techniques in Surgery 

This post-program symposium is an 
Annual Clinical Meeting of the ASGS.
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Bring your expertise from the 
operating room to the courtroom.



AGeNda  December 6, 2006
8:00 AM	 Registration

8:30 AM	 Introduction – J. Barry McKernan, MD, 
	 & James Burd, Esq.

8:35 AM 	 Medical Malpractice Litigation: An Overview 
	 – Craig Johnson, JD
	 Standard of Care, Discovery & Deposition, 
	 Expert Review, and Trial

9:30 AM 	 Plaintiff’s Perspectives: Pretrial Phase of 
	 Malpractice Litigation – Jeffrey Sampson, JD
	 Selecting a òCase,ó Role of the Expert in 
	 Evaluating a Case, Developing Proof, and 
	 Defendant Doctorõs Deposition

10:30 AM 	 Defendant’s Perspectives: Pretrial Phase of 
	 Malpractice Litigation – James Burd, Esq. 
	 & Craig Johnson, JD
	 Answer & Defenses, How Can You Help Your 
	 Lawyer Help You?, Issue Identiþcation, Expert 
	 Selection & Review, and Plaintiffõs Deposition

11:30 AM 	 Plaintiff’s Case at Trial – Robert Gorham, JD
	 Examination of Defendant Doctor, 
	 Examination of Plaintiffõs Expert, and 
	 Examination of Defendantõs Expert

12:15 PM 	 Defendant’s Case at Trial – 
	 Craig Johnson, JD & Robert Gorham, JD
	 Examination of Defendant Doctor, 
	 Examination of Plaintiffõs Expert, and 
	 Examination of Defendantõs Expert

1:00 PM 	 Lunch

2:00 PM 	 Ethical Guidelines for Expert Review
	 Objectivity, Honesty, Impartiality, 
	 Qualiþcations, and Proposed Guidelines 
	 & Certiþcation

3:00 PM 	 Mock Trial
	 Plaintiffõs Expert & Defenseõs Expert: 
	 Direct & Cross Examination

5:00 PM 	 Conclusion of the Program



EXPeRT WITNeSS PROGRAM 
ReGISTRATION (12/06/06 Program Only)

Name  (with degree designation)

______________________________________________

Address  

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

City, State, ZIP  

______________________________________________

Phone 

______________________________________________

E-mail  

______________________________________________

PROGRAM FeeS

ASGS Member $350  q	 Non-member $500  q
Resident $50  q	 Onsite add $25  q
	
PAYMeNT OPTIONS

Check  q  	 Please make payable to ASGS.

Visa  q 	 MasterCard  q		

Number _______________________________________

Expiration Date _________________________________

Name on Card __________________________________

Address Afþliated with Card _______________________

______________________________________________

American Society of General Surgeons (ASGS)
P.O. Box 4834, Englewood, CO 80155 
303-771-2550 (fax)  •  800-998-8322 (ph)



EXPeRT WITNeSS 
Guidelines & Ethics 
A Certiþcation Program of the 
American Society of General Surgeons (ASGS)

This one-day session is devoted to educating general 
surgeon specialists on the many facets of providing 
court testimony involving medical malpractice cases. 
The course will be devoted to teaching accurate and 
correct testimony by peers, with particular emphasis 
on the many integral ethical considerations of expert 
witness testimony. At the completion of the course, and 
upon submission of an application with appropriate 
documentation, qualifying registrants are eligible 
to receive a certiþcate of recognition as an ASGS 
Certiþcation Program Expert Witness.

FACULTY

J. Barry McKernan, MD
ASGS President
Woodstock, Georgia

James Burd, Esq.
Whonsetler & Johnson, PLLC, Louisville, Kentucky

Robert Gorham, JD
Gorham & Associates, Birmingham, Alabama

Craig Johnson, JD
Whonsetler & Johnson, PLLC, Louisville, Kentucky

Jeffrey Sampson, JD 
Sampson, Smith and Slechter, PLLC
Louisville, Kentucky

LOCATION

Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers
811 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10019

ASGS has no room block; however rooms may 
be available at a special conference rate under 
òMonteþore Controversies in Surgery Symposium.ó
Participants may contact the hotel for reservations as 
needed: 212-581-1000 or 800-325-3535

INFORMATION

800-998-8322 or carol@theasgs.org



PROGRaM INFORMaTION 

Target Audience

This activity is designed to meet the needs of surgeons.

Statement of Need

Each year surgeons are required to provide testimony in 
medical malpractice cases.  Whether participating as de-
fendants or expert witnesses, these surgeons most likely do 
not have the training necessary to be most effective in the 
courtroom.

Goal

This activity was designed to help surgeons be better pre-
pared to provide court testimony in medical malpractice 
cases.

Learning Objectives

At the conclusion of this course, participants should be 
able to:
•	 Identify the steps of malpractice litigation
•	 Understand the legal concept of “standard of care” and 

how it is determined
•	 Understand the legal and ethical obligations of the 

physician expert witness
•	 Identify the most common surgical problems leading 

to medical malpractice litigation

Accreditation

This activity has been planned and implemented in ac-
cordance with the Essential Areas and Policies of the Ac-
creditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME) through joint sponsorship of Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine and The American Society of General 
Surgeons (ASGS).  Albert Einstein College of Medicine is 
accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical 
education for physicians

Albert Einstein College of Medicine designates this educa-
tional activity for a maximum of 7.5 AMA PRA Category 
1 Credit(s)TM.  Physicians should only claim credit com-
mensurate with the extent of their participation in the ac-
tivity.

Con�ict of Interest Statement

The òConÿict of Interest Disclosure Policyó of Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine requires that faculty partici-



pating in any CME activity disclose to the audience any 
relationship(s) with a pharmaceutical or equipment com-
pany.  Any presenter whose disclosed relationships prove 
to create a conÿict of interest, with regard to their contribu-
tion to the activity, will not be permitted to present.  

The Albert Einstein College of Medicine also requires that 
faculty participating in any CME activity disclose to the 
audience when discussing any unlabeled or investigational 
use of any commercial product, or device, not yet approved 
for use in the United States.

Special Needs

Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Monteþore Medical 
Center and American Society of General Surgeons activi-
ties comply with Americans with Disabilities Act.  To ac-
commodate any special need, please submit your written 
request to carol@theasgs.org at least one month prior to 
this activity.

SPECIAL SYMPOSIUM ANNOUNCEMENT

The ASGS is proud to be designating the Twenty Third 
Annual Controversies, Problems and Techniques in 
Surgery as an Annual Clinical Meeting of the American 
Society of General Surgeons (December 7 – 9, 2006).

This year’s meeting will immediately follow the Expert 
Witness Guidelines & Ethics meeting at the Sheraton 
Hotel in New York City.

Over a three-day period, a large audience of surgeons 
will hear multiple experts discuss standards of care 
and new techniques in the diagnosis and management 
of many surgical problems of the G.I. tract.  Extended 
panel discussions will allow for full development and 
airing of differing and controversial viewpoints and 
response to audience questions. 

At the conclusion of this conference you will be able 
to identify the relative strengths and weaknesses, 
advantages and drawbacks of each approach.

Participants will receive up to 20.25 AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credits.™

For further details and registration materials please 
contact Steven Jay Feld at 718 920-6674, ext. 232, or 
visit www.surgerysymposium.org.


